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Establishment of Urban Areas

• 1900’s - 1950’s

Transportation Infrastructure

• 1950’s – 1980’s

GENERAL HISTORY OF LAND USE ERAS



Regional Planning
Land Use Planning and Conservation in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties

Suburban Sprawl
• 1980’s - 2000’s

Conservation, Agriculture, Energy, Water

• 2000’s to Today

HISTORY OF LAND USE ERAS
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General Plan Update

Tassajara Valley in Unincorporated Contra Costa County

Sand Creek Focus Area in Antioch | Photo by Michael Amorosa

Contra Costa County General Plan Update
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Envision Contra Costa 2040
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Limit Line (ULL)

• “65/35 Land Preservation Plan Ordinance” 
o 65% Preserved for agriculture, open 

space, wetlands, parks
o 35% Urban land uses
o Originally established in 1990, 

Updated in 2006

• 2004 – Measure J approved requiring voter 
approval for any changes to the boundary

 
• 2026 – ULL up for review

Tassajara Valley in Unincorporated Contra Costa County

Sand Creek Focus Area in Antioch | Photo by Michael Amorosa
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Alameda County Housing Element 2023-
2030
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and Urban Growth 
Boundary

• Measure D: “Save Agriculture and Open 
Space Lands Initiative”
o Creates an Urban Growth Boundary 

for eastern Alameda County
o Sets development standards to 

protect agricultural lands, open 
space, watersheds, and wildlife 
habitat

• Requires voter approval for any changes to 
the boundary

 
• 2014 - Residents in Dublin voted to uphold 

the ULL and voter approval requirement to 
protect lands around Doolan Canyon

Doolan Canyon Regional Preserve

Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park
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Communities and Climate 
Protection Act of 2008
• Goals: 

o Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG)

o Encourage more sustainable, 
complete, and efficient communities

• Integrates the state’s regional transportation 
planning with housing and land use planning 
to achieve regional GHG reduction targets

• Incentives for “transit priority projects”

• Creates “Sustainable Communities Strategies”
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Plan Bay Area

• Implements SB 375 for the Bay Area

• Provides framework for regional growth

• Focuses housing and jobs in Priority 
Development Areas

• Protects urban growth boundaries 

• Funding for high value conservation 
acquisition/management and park 
expansion/improvements – Priority 
Conservation Areas
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California 30X30

• Executive order to protect 30% of state 
lands and coastal waters by 2030

• Build resilience and put in place climate-
smart land management

• Goals:
o Increase public access to nature
o Protect biodiversity
o Combat climate change
o Safeguard the state’s economic 

sustainability and food supply
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Unincorporated Areas

• Utility-Scale Solar Projects
o Aramis Renewable Energy Project 

within northern Livermore

• Habitat Mitigation / Conservation 
Easements

• Water Development Projects (i.e. Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion, Bethany 
Dams Improvement Project)

• Transportation Infrastruction
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