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WHAT IS AB 481
On September 30, 2021, California Governor Gavin Newsom approved Assembly Bill  481 (AB 
481) which requires California law enforcement agencies to adopt a written Military 
Equipment Use Policy prior to the Mayor and City Council or “governing body” (hereafter 
referred to as the Park District Board of Directors) taking certain actions relating to the 
funding, acquisition, or use of military equipment, as defined within its jurisdiction if the 
equipment meets specified standards. 

Requirements include:
• Create a Military Equipment Use Policy
• Obtain approval of that policy by each agency’s applicable governing body
• Publish that policy 30 days prior to the above required approval hearing 
• Create an Annual Report of each agency’s military equipment use
• Hold a community engagement meeting within 30 days of submitting/publicly 

releasing the above Annual Report
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In addition to identifying items which fall under military equipment, the 
Military Use policy includes the following information:

• Equipment Description
• Quantity
• Capabilities
• Expected Lifespan
• Quantity
• Purpose and Authorized Use
• Initial Cost and Fiscal Impact
• Legal and Procedural Rules that govern each use
• Required Training
• Compliance Mechanisms

• Procedures in which members of the public may register concerns or complaints

APPROVE “MILITARY” USE POLICY20
24
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https://www.ebparks.org/public-safety/incident/park-watch-report
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MEETING
Explanation the law and what equipment EBRPD Police 
Department has in its possession that qualifies under AB 
481

DISTRICT APPROVAL FOR POLICY AND FUTURE 
ACQUISITIONS
All future acquisitions (consumables and non-
consumables) for equipment which qualifies under AB 481 
must be approved for purchase

AB 481 ANNUAL REPORT
Information within the annual report includes, but is not 
limited by, inventory, acquisition cost, annual costs, usage 
and for what purpose, and if there have been any 
community questions or concerns

AB 481 REQUIREMENTS
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Unmanned, remotely piloted, 
powered aerial or ground 

vehicles

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Category 5

Category 6 Category 7 Category 8 Category 9 Category 10

Category 11 Category 12 Category 13 Category 14 Category 15

Mine-resistant ambush-
protected (MRAP) vehicles or 

armored personnel 
carriers

High mobility multipurpose 
wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), 
two-and-one half-ton trucks, 

five-ton trucks, or wheeled 
vehicles that have a breaching 

or entry apparatus attached

Tracked armored vehicles 
that provide ballistic 

protection to their 
occupants

Command and Control 
vehicles that are either built 

or modified to 
facilitate the operational 
control and direction of 

public safety units

Weaponized aircraft, vessels, 
or vehicles of any kind

Battering rams, slugs, and 
breaching apparatuses that 

are explosive in nature

Firearms of .50 caliber or 
greater, excluding standard-

issue shotguns

Ammunition of .50 caliber or 
greater, excluding standard-

issue shotgun 
ammunition

Specialized firearms and 
ammunition of less than 

.50 caliber,  including 
assault weapons as defined 
in sections 30510 and 30515 

of the penal code.

Any firearm accessory that is 
designed to launch explosive 

projectiles

“Flash-bang” grenades and 
explosive breaching tools, 

“tear gas,” and 
“pepper balls,” excluding 
standard, service-issued 
handheld pepper spray

ASER® Shockwave, 
microwave weapons, water 

cannons, and long?range 
acoustic devices

The following projectile launch 
platforms and their associated 

munitions: 
40mm projectile launchers, 

“bean bag,” rubber bullet, and 
specialty impact 

munition (SIM) weapons

Any other equipment as 
determined by a governing 
body or a state agency to 

require additional oversight

EBRPD POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS EQUIPMENT IN 5 (FIVE) CATEGORIES
15 CATEGORIES20

24
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Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or 
ground vehicles

EBRPD CATEGORIES

1

2

5

10

14

Mine-resistant ambush-protected vehicles or 
armored personnel carriers

Command and Control vehicles that are either built or 
modified to facilitate the operational control and 
direction of public safety units

Specialized firearms and ammunition of less 
than .50 caliber

40mm Launchers and Munitions
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Terrence Joseph Cotcher
Police Captain | Operations

Giorgio Chevez
Acting Police Captain | Police 
Services

Roberto Filice
AGM, Public Safety and Chief of Police

RFilice@ebparks.org510-690-6551

www.ebparks.org/public-safety 09
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