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Oral History Program
Overview

Shanna Farrell, UC Berkeley, Bancroft
Library Oral History Center

CO ntraCted Traci Gibbons
SONOMA STATE

Interviewers Dana Shew, Sonoma State University UNIVERSITY

Anthropological Studies Center bt “

Anthropological Studies Center
School of Social Sciences

L A A AR T T

Berkeley Library

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFDSMA

HOME | VISIT US /| BANCROFT LIBRARY | ORAL HISTORY CEMTER

_j Oral History Center

Recording and preserving the history of California and our interconnected world

Interview with

Ollie (Damiano) Renzenbrink

Former Resident of the Mount Diablo Coal Field

Contra Costa County, California

Regarding the Buffo (Buffa) and Damiano Family History

August 21, 1978
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Oral History Program
In 2021

* QOver 400 transcripts
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transcripts
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Oral History Program
In 2021

* QOver 400 transcripts

e 80-100 incomplete
transcripts
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Oral History Program
Today

* Qver 650 transcripts

* 30-40 incomplete
transcripts
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Oral History Program
Today

* Qver 650 transcripts

* 30-40 incomplete
transcripts

More than 30
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Oral History Program

Today

Staff capacity/flexibility T AT
L +,0n site filmed:
* Contractors: on-call/on-site, videographers, post- L “terview with

production “ longtime Sibley
_-_'E.;;Park Supérvisor
* Story development — Thurgood Marshall, Borel Property ESLREE:A
* Student program engagement ' L
* Variety of ways to conduct — adapting to interviewee
e Outreach at Gathering of Ohlone Peoples, other events

e Stretching the search: “new investigations”

Selecting and Conducting Criteria

* Collaborating with Equity Office

* Documenting the ethics of the Park District’s oral history ‘ T |
program — how it is conducted and who is interviewed to — I8 e L East Bay

. 9ng Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
reﬂeCt d nd resonate Wlth EaSt Bay commun |t|eS Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




| Overview  Back To Beginning *

17 T ~Benicia

M;T[ir ez

“"-?Exa mpiez._

Carquinez Strait/Crockett

Oﬁ&nﬁe Histori es
Development \| s Regional Parks Hiscory

Overlaok
100am . . : .
interactive Story Map series, featuring

Q'Quiﬂ?: SCEC %

Carquinez 5trait and Crockett Hills Regional
Parks.

P ) 54 / 5:06 cc) * YouTube

nd y

l young adulthood experiences growing up at the Port
ks fa tory -:1:1*="m'1 -bou his mother and fat aised their family at the fa:o* site in the 19240s and
r, Laurence Mossina, was vice president of Port Costa Brickworks for 30 years.

1950s. His f

.. B PORT COSTA BRICK WORKS AND THE
e~ R PORT COSTA STAGING AREA

The Port Costa Brick Works was one of many brick companies that once lined the shores of
the Carquinez Strait. Founded in 1905, the Port Costa Brick Company quarried blue shale
and red clay out of the hillsides rising from the water. In 1928, Port Costa produced one to
~ 1.25 million bricks per month. Post Costa’s bricks could be found in buildings throughout
the San Francisco Bay Area and Central Valley. During the Depression, people who rode the
ol rails slept near the factory’s kilns at night to keep warm. By the mid-20th century, Port
n Costa was producing 90,000 to 120,000 bricks per day and emplovyed 50 to 60 workers. The
facility went through a variety of changes and owners, and permanently closed in 1998.
it The plants were dismantled and in 2014, the Park District, with help from the Coastal
= el of Conservancy, bought 149 acres to expand the Carquinez Strait Regional Shoreline.
—— T Pali i Remnants of the factory can be seen downhill from the Port Costa Staging Area.

Board & Staff  Jobs  WhatsNew  Publicinfo  Publications & Media  Mission & Vision

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY PROGRAM

Stories of Park District History apd
Heritage




Web Portal Demonstration — Web Portal Opening Page

GLOBAL SEARCH

-

rErE"t 3 [ 3 .
- ‘i P.s".u UL
adl .'.J.'ISB UL A~ T llII
COLLECTIONS EXHIBITS MY LIST ABOUT

Use global search

The East Bay Reglonal Park District Is a system of beautiful parklands in Alameda and Contra Costa countles to the east
of choose a direclory balow

of 5an Francisco. The system comprisas 73 parks spanning across 126,809 acres, over 1,300 milas of trails;, 55 miles of
shoreline. WWe managa and preserve natural and cultural resources for all to enjoy and protect. The regional parks are

ander word of phrass ideal for healthful recreation and environmental education

Quick Search (Name and Title only)

GLOBAL SEARCH

Collections

EBRPD History
EBRPD Oral Histories

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Collection Opening Page
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Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Interviews in the Collection

.
pe r -
ar-
AUD-B0-BM AUD-DVCA-RD AUD-XP-WC AUD-BD-RLZB AUD-PD-PJB

Moller, Bob Dck, Richard Wayne Cathoun Ruth L. (Simpsan) Buchanan Paul J. Badgar

AUD-EK-GC-1 AUD-PR-ACE-1 AUD-VP-W-A80 AUD-WC-KW AUD-XP-LM
Gearge Coles Alice A, Cook Beniles ‘Wilbert Vargas and Abel Anthony “Tomy” Vargas Jr. Katie Walfman Louis Marchy Jr.
AUD-MP-RM-2 AN-POT-GHC AUD-PO-L AUD-EH-DM-1 AUD-DWVCA-DB-1
Roan McClure Cardinet Jr., Gearge H. Irwin Luckman Darathy (Sindicich) McWilliams Delmas Buckley Sr.
AUD-BE-VC-1 AUD-PD-CE AUD-PD-CT AUD-PD-FM AUD-PD-GM
Carter, Ver J. Carol Sibley Caralyn Thatcher Frances Maiden Georgetie Morion

AUD-PD-JDK-3 AUD-PO-MLJ AUD-PO-RCT AUD-PD-WPM-2 AUD-BP-MKB

Jderry Kenl Mary Lea Jefferds Richard C. Trudeau William Pann Modt b Eepech Bullerfield, Mary

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
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Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Collection Example

HOME COLLECTIONS BROWSE SEARCH EXHIBITS MY LIST ABDUT
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ALD-PRACE-Y
Tom

Interview with

Alice A. Cook Benites o
Hegarding the el
Cook Ranches pe
at
Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park
Havward, Alameda County, California

September 1, 2000
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Web Portal Demonstration - UC Berkeley Student Summaries

Alice A. Cook Benites

Biklizgraphy
Cook Benites, Alice. “Interview with Alice A. Cook Benites Regarding the Cook Ranches,™ by Susan Imboden
for the East Bay Regronal Park District. September 1, 2009,

STy

Alice Cook’s grandfather Charles Cook emigrated from England to Castro Valley in 1906, where he sct up a
profitable sheep broeding business and had eight children with Annie Wright. His sons Chester and Charlie
continued to build the sheep business amd built the “Pacheco place,” which had & bam nn:lgr.mng area for the
gheep. Chester and his Gemasn wife Augustn had Alice, her sister Myrile, and her brother Edward wha died
shortly after birth. The Cooks boarded a teacher who worked at Alice’s school, and she helped Alice graduate
Hah gradie in 1937, Ax this point, Charlic had beft the Pacheco place in Chester's hands, along with a large
amound of land from an isheritance from Charles. The wooling business thrived dusing Woeld War 11, as it was
used for rattons and military uniforms, but declined as synthetic textiles became more popular in the West. In
heer imterview, Alice talkes at length about how her family handled the sheep, such as gening 4 mother sheep to
band with & different lamb if her biclogical ome died, and how shearing was a tedious tnsk. She describes many
memornies of life on the ranch and maintaimng her mnch chores while also stadying for schoal. Alice was very
athbetic due o working on the ranch and was sctive in spons in high schoal. The mterview conclsdes with &
discussion ahowt Alice"s sutohingraphy and varsous photographs which are added on the last few pages of the
Iranscripl.

Condition

This mierview is in very good condition and includes a lengthy preface and annotated comments throughow the
mterview for context. There are parenthetical quotes from Alice’s aulobography throughout the mierview. The
last few pages arc pictares and photographs that relate to things mentioned in the intenvicw. Due to the various
*Charles™ mentioned in the transcripd, it is difficult to tell oocasionally which Charles is being referred to. There
is a chronology of the Cook timeline listed on pages $9-61, which provides a large amount of comtext 1o wha
land the Cooks ownied

Motable Ancedotes
+  Many intriguing stories about Alice's childbood helping with the sheep ranch come from the
aulohsography excerpls edited into the transcripl, such as on page 28 the excerpt regarding Alice and
Miyribe"s work around the farm.
Page 29 discusses Chnstmas tradions and memaones
Pages 37-38 aneedote about & plane crash on Palomares Road
»  Page 38 story of bow ber father woubd take the skin off a dead lamb and pat it on an orphan lamb so the
muother will boad with it

Inerviewee: Alice Cook Benites
Interviewer; Susan Imboden

Location: Mot stated

Date: Seprember 1, 2009

Transcriber: Susan Imboden

Edsor: Susan Imboden and Traci Parent

L

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Transcript Example

(1} This file has limited permissions. You may not have access to some features. View permissions

Interview with

Alice A. Cook Benites
Regarding the
Cook Ranches
at
Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park
Hayward, Alameda County, California

Sceptember 1, 2000

East Bay@

Regional Park District

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — File Permissions for Transcripts

File permissions

! Commenting

) Content copying

" Content copying for accessibility
&+ Editing file content

& Filling form fields

" Printing

& Signing

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Advanced Search Example

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Center Website

ABOUT AR AGIFT

BCT](EJ"I y [-ibrﬂr:)" Wisit us Find + oo Get help Research

LERARET 8 LA

HOME | VISITUS | BAMCROST LIBRARY | ORAL HISTORY CENTER | PROJECTS | BAST BAY AECIOMAL PASC DISTRICT

East Bay Regional Park District

About the project

The East Bay Regional Park Districe (EBRPD) i2 a special regional dstrict that stretches across both Alameda and Contra Costa
Counties. First established in 1934 by Alameda County voters, the EBRPD slowly expanded to Contra Costa in 1p84 and has continued
o grow and preserve the East Bay's most scenic and historically significant parkiands. The EBRPDYs core mission is to acquire,
develop, and maintain dverse and interconnected paridands in order 1o provide the public with usable natural spaces and o preserve
the region’s natural and cultural resources.

This oral history project — The East Bay Regional Park District Oral History Project — neconds and preserves the voicss and
experiences of formative, retired EBRPD field staff, individuals assaciated with land use of EBAPD paridands pricr to district

acquisition, and indhiduals who continue to use paridands fior agriculture and ranching

The Oral Histary Center (OHC) of The Bancroft Library at the Unhversity of California, Berkebay, first engaged In Comersanons with
the EBRPD in the fall of 2016 about the possibiiny of restarting an oral history project on the parklands. The OHC, previously the
Regional Oral History Office, had canducted interviews with EBPRD board members, supervisars, and individuals hiszerically
associated with the parkiands throughout the 15762 and early 20008, After the eampletion of a successful piloe project in late 2008,

the EBRPD and OMC began a more robust partnership in early 2o17 that will result in an expansive collection of interviews

The interviews in this colection reflect the diverse yet interconnected ecology of indriduals and places that hawve helped shape and

define the East Bay Regional Park District and East Bay local history,

See all interviews

Related resources

East Bay Regional Park District

Join our workshops and evemts malling it

East Bay@

Oral Histories Update Regional Park District
Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Center Website

S EOEL SRR “ Oral History Transcripts in Collection

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORMIA

East Bay Parks Oral Histories

=3

Ogptiora T

Fulltext Search

off on East Bay Parks Oral Histories 52 records found 71-10 B
Publication Type . ) . . o
Loni Hancock: East Bay Regional Park District Parkland Oral
[ Text (521 History Project
Collaction

[[] Cazt Bay Parks Oral Histoeies

153)

Year
Ginny Fereira: Memories of Armand Borel
Clzazat11) Zinn T arine Farred Intendswsr

20235

Diane Lando: Brentwood, California Poet Laureate

Morman La Force: A Life in Environmental Activism and

Advocacy

e s — East Bay@
: ¥ Oral Histories Update Regional Park District

Presentation to the Natural and Cultural Resources Committee ~ February 25, 2025




Web Portal Demonstration — Oral History Center Website
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